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SUBJECT: NO OFFICIAL FINNISH COMMEMORATION OF ANNIVERSARY OF 
LENIN DECREE RECOGNIZING FINNISH INDEPENDENCE; OFFICIAL SOVIET 
DELEGATION RECEIVED LITTLE ATTENTION 

REF: (A) 77 HELSINKI 2679, (B) 77 HELSINKI 3009, 

1 . SUMMARY: THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF LENIN'S SIGNING THE 
DECREE RECOGNIZING FINNISH INDEPENDENCE FROM THE SOVIET 
UNION PASSED DECEMBER 31 WITHOUT ANY OFFICIAL 

FINNISH COMMEMORATION OF THE EVENT. A SOVIET DELEGATION 
HEADED BY SOVIET FIRST DEPUTY PREMIER NIKOLAI A. TIKHONOV 
WAS IN HELSINKI DECEMBER 29-3 1 . APPARENTLY TO MARK THE 
OCCASION; TIKHONOV HAD TO CONTENT HIMSELF WITH A 
QUASI OFFICIAL CEREMONY IN WHICH HE RECEIVED FROM THE FINNISH 
PEACE DEFENDERS AN ANNIVERSARY ADDRESS PRAISING FINNISH/ 

SOVIET RELATIONS WHICH HAD BEEN SIGNED BY HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
OF FINNS. PRESIDENT KEKKONEN RECEIVED TIKHONOV ON 
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DECEMBER 31, BUT NO STATEMENTS WERE MADE NOR ANY 
REFERENCES TO THE ANNIVERSARY DATE OF LENIN’S DECREE 
MENTIONED. EXCEPT FOR THE COMMUNIST PRESS, NEWS COVERAGE 
OF THE TIKHONOV VISIT WAS NEGLIGIBLE. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON THE BASIS OF THE RATHER HEAVY EMPHASIS GIVEN TO 
THE ROLE OF LENIN IN FINLAND'S ACHIEVING OF INDEPENDENCE 
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WHICH HAD MARKED FINNISH OBSERVANCES OF THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE SOVIET OCTOBER REVOLUTION, THE EMBASSY HAD 
ANTICIPATED THAT SPECIAL ATTENTION WOULD BE GIVEN TO THE 
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF LENIN'S SIGNING THE FINNISH 
INDEPENDENCE DECREE (REFTEL A). THE ANTICIPATED 
COMMEMORATIONS FAILED TO MATERIALIZE. THE FINNISH 
GOVERNMENT GAVE NO OFFICIAL RECOGNITION TO THE ANNIVER- 
SARY DATE NOR, TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE EMBASSY, DID ANY 
MEMBER OF THE FINNISH GOVERNMENT SO MUCH AS REFER TO THE 
LENIN DECREE. 

3. AN OFFICIAL SOVIET DELEGATION HEADED BY SOVIET FIRST 
DEPUTY PREMIER NIKOLAI TIKHONOV WAS IN FINLAND DECEMBER 28- 
31, OSTENSIBLY TO OBSERVE THE ANNIVERSARY OF THE LENIN 
DECREE. HOWEVER, IN THE ABSENCE OF AN OFFICIAL FINNISH 
GOVERNMENT COMMEMORATION OF THE EVENT, THE PUBLIC IMPACT 
OF THE TIKHONOV VISIT WAS MUTED. THE PRINCIPAL EVENT OF 

HIS VISIT WAS A DECEMBER 30 QUASI1 

OFFICIAL PUBLIC CEREMONY HELD AT THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, THE HOUSE OF CULTURE. IN THE 
CEREMONIES, DEPUTY PREMIER TIKHONOV AND FINNISH PRIME 
MINISTER KALEVI SORSA RECEIVED A PRESENTATION FROM THE 
FINNISH PEACE DEFENDERS LINKING THE PRAISING THE 60- 
YEAR ANNIVERSARIES OF FINNISH INDEPENDENCE AND OF THE 
BOLSHEVIK REVOLUTION. THE SO-CALLED PEACE ADDRESS WAS 
SIGNED BY SEVERAL HUNDRED THOUSAND FINNISH 
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CITIZENS, AND WAS DELIVERED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
PEACE DEFENDERS, CENTER PARTY FIGURE DR. AHTI KARJALAINEN. 

AT THE CEREMONY, THE SECON MINISTER OF EDUCATION, 

SKDL MEMBER KALEVI KIVISTO, PRESENTED REMARKS ON BEHALF 
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF FINLAND. THERE WAS NO MENTION 
IN PRESS ACCOUNTS THAT KIVISTO MADE ANY REFERENCE TO 
THE LENIN DECREE. DURING HIS OWN REMARKS, TIKHONOV 
EXPRESSED HIS GRATITUDE TO THE FINNISH PEOPLE FOR THEIR 
RECOGNITION OF THE ROLE OF LENIN IN FINLAND'S OBTAINING 
OF INDEPENDENCE. 

4. PRESIDENT KEKKONEN DID NOT ATTEND THE CELEBRATION; 

THE SAME EVENING HE WAS ADDRESSING A CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY ELECTION RALLY IN LAHTI. HOWEVER, 

PRESIDENT KEKKONEN, THE NEXT DAY, DECEMBER 31, DID 
RECEIVE DEPUTY PREMIER TIKHONOV AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. 
FOLLOWING THE MEETING WITH PRESIDENT KEKKONEN, A LUNCH 
WAS OFFERED BY THE COUNCIL OF STATE AT WHICH PRIME 
MINISTER KALEVI SORSA EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE 

OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. 

THE TIKHONOV DELEGATION RETURNED TO MOSCOW THE AFTERNOON 
OF DECEMBER 31. 
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5. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE COMMUNIST PAPERS, NEWS 
COVERAGE OF THE TIKHONOV VISIT WAS SPARSE AND GENERALLY 
BURIED IN THE MIDDLE PAGES OF THE NEWSPAPERS. THE GENERAL 
MOOD OF APATHY AND SATIATION WITH ANNIVERSARIES WHICH 
APPEARED TO GREET THE TIKHONOV VISIT WAS PERHAPS BEST SUMMED 
UP BY THE HELSINGIN SANOMAT PAGE 6 LEAD TO ITS BRIEF 
ARTICLE ON THE VISIT: "CELEBRATION YEAR ENDS." 
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